
Ezra 4 

It’s great to be ready for anything isn’t it? That’s certainly the idea 

behind the UK’s leading builders of domestic nuclear bunkers: 

Bunker Shield. 

If you are looking to provide your family with the protection that only 
a Domestic Nuclear Bunker can afford (as insurance against that 
unthinkable day), then we can offer the complete package which 
covers design, build and training for you on what to do in an 
emergency!  

We also guarantee that no office records will be kept on the locations 

of our customers premises where Bunkers will be located. This is to 

ensure you are not swamped by unwanted people who may wish to 

use you for your shelter because they never had enough foresight to 

build their own! 

Our Bunkers are comparable to the cost of an average extension! So, 

before you decide to purchase that extension ask yourself this 

question..... "Why would I buy a house extension that will be 

destroyed or irradiated anyway when a Bunker can save the life of 

my family?" 

Extolling the virtues of their bunkers, 

This means that if the bomb explodes within 2 miles of your 

Bunker, you will survive but almost everyone else not in a Bunker will 

die! People sometimes say to me "Well, I don't live in the 'Blast Zone' 

anyway!" Well actually, due to the dense concentration of people in 

Britain, nearly half the population actually will. Even if you 

don't though, you will still require a Nuclear Bunker as they protect 

from the lethal fallout radiation which ALL the British Isles will be 

subjected to!!! 

Of course, there are some things you should be ready for and some 

things you may not need to be ready for. And the Bible is very clear 

that there are some things in the Christian life we should always be 



ready for, things that should be part of our expectation of what 

might happen. Jesus almost promises that following him will be 

tough and his would-be disciples need to weigh up the possible cost, 

like a general deciding whether to fight or make peace, before 

following him.  

As I hope you’ve picked up by now if you’ve been here for the last 

two parts of our series from the book of Ezra, Ezra is all about God 

restoring and rebuilding his people. This week, as we look at Ezra 

four, we’re encouraged to be prepared for the possibility that there’ll 

be some people who won’t like it when God restores his people. This 

might be expressed in one of the two ways seen in what happens to 

God’s people, infiltration and bureaucracy. And being ready here, 

isn’t about being as paranoid as the nuclear bunker customer, its 

about having possible problems that occur when God grows his 

people at the back of our minds so that if they happen we won’t be 

startled and we won’t interpret them as signs that things are going 

badly: on the contrary, these are things that happen to God’s faithful 

people when they are being restored. Get ready, says the book of 

Ezra. Learn from the past. Get ready for infiltration. Get ready for 

bureaucratic opposition. 

Get ready for infiltration. God’s people have been returned from 

exile in Babylon where they’d been sent for their unfaithfulness to 

God’s special covenant relationship with them. Now he was restoring 

them, bringing them back to the land, making them a people once 

more, building them into a nation to bless the world. They’d just 

begun to rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem in great fear of their 

neighbours when those neighbours themselves turn up at the 

building site. For a moment it looks as though things might turn out 

like some ITV documentary about neighbours from hell. READ. 

Seems a bit mean, doesn’t it? Why do they refuse their help? The 

clue is there in that odd name, Esarhaddon. The neighbours say 

they’re returned exiles too, but that they were sent home by 



Esarhaddon. Esarhaddon was king of Assyria many decades before 

and he’d resettled parts of his empire just like Cyrus of the Persian 

Empire was doing. But wereas Cyrus wanted to build God’s people 

again and chose those who loved the Lord to return, Esarhaddon just 

wanted to get rid of some former Israelites. And these neighbour 

weren’t that keen on the Lord at all – they’d made themselves a do-

it-yourself religion of all the best bits (they thought) of local religion: 

sun worship, child sacrifice, sacred trees, that sort of thing. We know 

this from archaeological evidence too – they named their children 

after pagan gods like Baal and Molech. They were syncretists – 

people who’ve tried to do a hovis best of both on God. And in truth, 

they hated the dedication of God’s people who stayed faithful where 

they’d chosen not too: whose very existence highlighted their own 

hypocrisy. They wanted to claim this rebuilding work for themselves. 

They wanted to infiltrate. 

Infiltration Sean O’Callaghan – IRA Young Fabian story in the 

Independent. Prince Charles and Princess Diana. 

Everyone’s welcome here, but if a man in pagan robes with a 

pentagram around his neck wanted get involved in our work – if he 

wanted to start teaching in the Sunday School or visiting our 

vulnerable housebound folk- we’d have serious reservations, 

wouldn’t we? That’s what’s going on here.  

We’ve got our APCM coming up, at the beginning of which is a public 

meeting to elect Church Wardens. Anyone can turn up to vote on 

that. At one very vibrant parish in Sussex, the public part of the 

meeting, the election of Church Wardens is flooded by non-Christian 

members of the public. Whilst there, they elect the Church Warden 

they want and then disappear. Their aim: to put one of their number 

into the leadership of the Church to keep a lid on the growth and 

witness of the Church – to keep it in its place. 

Get ready for infiltrators – be prepared for the possibility that 

someone might want to steer us away from what we should be doing 



– being faithful to the Bible: reading it and teaching, meeting 

together each week to encourage each other, living and speaking 

publically as followers of Jesus, praying for and supporting the sick 

and suffering and elderly, serving families, children and youth. Those 

are all so important. Let’s not let anyone distract us from them. 

Get ready for bureaucratic opposition. So the infiltration plan fails. 

Like any ITV nasty neighbour, if direct action fails, write to the 

council: wage a paper war against your enemy! That’s what they 

decide to do next. They write to the empire officials questioning the 

planning permission for the temple to the Lord. READ. “Don’t you 

realise how awful these people are? They’re scum! Give them an 

inch and they’ll take a mile. Just you wait! They’ll be fighting against 

you the moment your back is turned. Don’t believe us, look in your 

records.” Sure enough they look at the records and read about the 

power of David and Solomon, how Judah resisted the Babylonian 

takeover and they agree with the neighbours. Building has to stop. 

Get ready for bureaucratic opposition.   

Denying planning permission in China. Impossible to legally convert 

to Christianity in some Muslim countries – so that a converts practice 

of Christianity is illegal and punishable. If they have children, then 

their children will automatically be classed as Muslim – which means 

it is illegal to teach them Christianity, to the point that the convert 

could be imprisoned and or lose their children. This is bureaucratic 

opposition: paper persecution.  

And whilst I don’t think at all that we’re being besieged by 

infiltrators, its not paranoid to note that there are those who do 

want to interfere and make our work impossible using bureaucratic 

means. That’s exactly what’s happening with the latest suggestions 

that Young Church, Pathfinders, Godplay and Godzone will need to 

be ofsteded – inspected by the government. Ostensibly this is a one 

rule for all attempt to stamp out religious extremism by government 

increasingly expected to be able to eliminate all risks in society, but it 



will hit churches the hardest. Not everything we teach at Church is 

politically correct. Are Ofsted really going think its ok for us to talk 

about sin to children? Are they going to think its ok for us to talk 

about the terrible death of Jesus, or the urgent need of every person 

to come to him for wholeness, forgiveness and life? That’s a worry. 

And we should be ready for it, speak to our MPs about it, raise our 

concerns publicly about it.  

Some tough truths for us today about being ready. Of course that’s 

not the whole picture of the Christian life. Get ready Jesus says to us. 

When you come to me, come expecting. Expect your guilt to be 

taken away as you see my love for you on the cross. Expect your life 

to become deeper and fuller as you see in me what it means to have 

life to the full. Expect family in the Church, expect friendship, expect 

fellowship, expect support for those tough times, expect to be 

thrilled with truth from my Word. Expect Joy, expect peace, expect 

hope. Expect transformation, expect your heart and your life, your 

friends and your neighbours to be changed. Expect heaven, expect 

the kingdom of God. Expect the love of your creator and saviour for 

eternity, more unchanging and mighty and deeper than the oceans. 

Expect it all, because of Jesus who loved you and gave himself for you. 


